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Week Ending Friday, July 8, 1988 


Radio Address to the Nation on the 
Resignation of the Chief of Staff to the 
President and the Administration’s 
Agenda 


July 2, 1988 


My fellow Americans: 

This Fourth of July weekend, we Ameri- 
cans will, as we do each year at this time, 
raise Old Glory a little higher, cheer fire- 
works, and remember the blessing we share 
as citizens of this great and free land. And 
as we celebrate our independence and 
pause to give thanks for our liberty, let us 
also remember that the freedoms we cher- 
ish are never more than a generation away 
from extinction. It’s up to each of us to 
preserve, protect, and defend America’s 
precious heritage. Some Americans have 
done just that on the battlefield. But all of 
us can do it each and every day. We can 
vote at election time. We can volunteer to 
help political campaigns for the candidates 
of our choice, as well as volunteer for work 
that’s needed around our community. And 
we can simply raise our children well, do 
our jobs well, and live in God’s light. 

One man who has contributed more than 
his share to our country left government 
service this week. For a year and a half, 
Howard Baker has been my Chief of Staff 
here at the White House. He’s served with 
great distinction, helping me guide impor- 
tant legislation through Congress, as well as 
helping me at the summits with Mr. Gorba- 
chev in Washington and Moscow. Serving 
with distinction is nothing new for Howard 
Baker. He did it for almost two decades in 
the United States Senate, the last 4 years as 
majority leader. I know I'll miss him around 
the White House. So, Howard, good luck to 
you and your lovely wife, Joy. 

In the months ahead I'll be helped by a 
new Chief of Staff, Kenneth Duberstein. It 
won’t be a big change for Ken. He’s moving 
from his old office, where he’s worked as 
the number two man on my staff and as 
iioward’s partner since early last year, to 


the one next door. And that’s good, because 
we won’t have time just to settle in. 

Yes, we have a lot of work to do and a big 
agenda that we got down to business on this 
week. On Friday, with Members of Con- 
gress looking on, I signed the Medicare Cat- 
astrophic Coverage Act into law. At the 
ceremony, I noted that almost a year and a 
half ago I had said we should remove a 
financial specter facing our older Ameri- 
cans: the fear of an illness requiring acute 
care so expensive that it can result in 
having to choose between bankruptcy and 
death. Shortly after that, our administration 
submitted a bill to Congress to help free the 
elderly from the fear of catastrophic illness. 
Now a version of that bill is law. As I said 
Friday, we still must face challenges if this 
law, as Congress finally enacted it, is to 
work; but we can all be grateful that a 
burden has been lifted from the shoulders 
and minds of the elderly all over America. 

By the way, as I signed the Catastrophic 
Coverage Act into law, I couldn’t help 
thinking how much we Americans have 
done in the last few years. Today our econ- 
omy is strong and growing. Our belief in 
peace through strength, which we kept de- 
spite many protests in Congress and else- 
where, is paying off. The first treaty ever to 
eliminate an entire class of U.S. and Soviet 
nuclear missiles has been signed. And there 
is, all the way ‘round, a new realism in our 
relations with the Soviet bloc. 

But despite these accomplishments, I be- 
lieve our eyes should be on the future and 
the accomplishments we have still to 
achieve. For example, congressional approv- 
al of the free trade agreement that we ne- 
gotiated with Canada will help the entire 
North American economy grow and create 
vast numbers of new jobs well into the next 
century. Throughout our history, whenever 
trade barriers have been lowered in North 
America, we’ve had a blooming of econom- 
ic growth. We owe it to our children to 
cultivate for another time of flowering and 
approve this agreement. 
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We also owe it to our children to put the 
illegal drug trade out of business. That’s 
why when I visited Toronto recently for the 
economic summit of the major industrial 
nations I was particularly pleased by one 
action the summit nations took. It’s called 
the Bush initiative. For it, thank Vice Presi- 
dent Bush and Canada’s Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney. Not long ago, these two 
leaders decided that the best new place to 
hit the drug trade was in its most vulnera- 
ble spot: money laundering. Now that’s 
what all the major industrial nations are 
going to do. 

Yes, our nation’s agenda is full, whether 
it’s keeping our defenses strong or cutting 
unnecessary spending; getting Congress to 
pass a welfare reform bill that requires 
work and trade legislation that will open, 
not close, markets; or helping freedom 
fighters around the world. But that’s what 
democracy is all about—a big agenda, 
America’s agenda, for all of us to work on 
together, to build a bright tomorrow for our 
blessed land. Here at the White House, our 
sleeves are rolled up, and we’re hard at 
work on our agenda for the future. 

So, happy Fourth of July! And until next 
week, thanks for listening, and God bless 
you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from Camp David, MD. 


Statement on the Downing of an 
Iranian Jetliner by the United States 
Navy in the Persian Gulf 


July 3, 1988 


I am saddened to report that it appears 
that in a proper defensive action by the 
U.S.S. Vincennes this morning in the Per- 
sian Gulf an Iranian airliner was shot down 
over the Strait of Hormuz. This is a terrible 
human tragedy. Our sympathy and condo- 
lences go out to the passengers, crew, and 
their families. The Defense Department 
will conduct a full investigation. 

We deeply regret any loss of life. The 
course of the Iranian civilian airliner was 
such that it was headed directly for the 
U.S.S. Vincennes, which was at the time en- 
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gaged with five Iranian Boghammar boats 
that had attacked our forces. When the air- 
craft failed to heed repeated warnings, the 
Vincennes followed standing orders and 
widely publicized procedures, firing to pro- 
tect itself against possible attack. 

The only U.S. interest in the Persian Gulf 
is peace, and this tragedy reinforces the 
need to achieve that goal with all possible 
speed. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the President Pro Tempore of the 
Senate on the Downing of an Iranian 
Jetliner by the United States Navy in 
the Persian Gulf 


July 4 1988 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

On July 3, 1988, the USS VINCENNES 
and USS ELMER MONTGOMERY were 
operating in international waters of the Per- 
sian Gulf near the Strait of Hormuz. (On 
July 2, the MONTGOMERY had responded 
to a distress signal from a Danish tanker 
that was under attack by Iranian small boats 
and had fired a warning shot, which caused 
the breaking off of the attack.) Having indi- 
cations that approximately a dozen Iranian 
small boats were congregating to attack 
merchant shipping, the VINCENNES sent a 
Mark III LAMPS Helicopter on investiga- 
tive patrol in international airspace to assess 
the situation. At about 1010 local Gulf time 
(2:10 a.m. EDT), when the helicopter had 
approached to within only four nautical 
miles, it was fired on by Iranian small boats 
(the VINCENNES was ten nautical miles 
from the scene at this time). The LAMPS 
helicopter was not damaged and returned 
immediately to the VINCENNES. 

As the VINCENNES and MONTGOM- 
ERY were approaching the group of Iranian 
small boats at approximately 1042 local 
time, at least four of the small boats turned 
toward and began closing in on the Ameri- 
can warships. At this time, both American 
ships opened fire on the small craft, sinking 
two and damaging a third. Regrettably, in 
the course of the U.S. response to the Irani- 
an attack, an Iranian civilian airliner was 
shot down by the VINCENNES, which was 
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firing in self defense at what it believed to 
be a hostile Iranian military aircraft. We 
deeply regret the tragic loss of life that oc- 
curred. The Defense Department will con- 
duct a full investigation. 

The actions of U.S. forces in response to 
being attacked by Iranian small boats were 
taken in accordance with our inherent right 
of self-defense, as recognized in Article 51 
of the United Nations Charter, and pursu- 
ant to my constitutional authority with re- 
spect to the conduct of foreign relations 
and as Commander in Chief. There has 
been no further hostile action by Iranian 
forces, and, although U.S. forces will remain 
prepared to take additional defensive action 
to protect our units and military personnel, 
we regard this incident as closed. U.S. 
forces suffered no casualties or damage. 

Since March 1987, I and members of my 
Administration have provided to Congress 
letters, reports, briefings, and testimony in 
connection with developments in the Per- 
sian Gulf and the activities of U.S. Armed 
Forces in the region. In accordance with 
my desire that Congress continue to be 
fully informed in this matter, I am provid- 
ing this report consistent with the War 
Powers Resolution. I look forward to coop- 
erating with Congress in pursuit of our 
mutual, overriding aim of peace and stabili- 
ty in the Persian Gulf region. 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Jim 
Wright, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and John C. Stennis, President pro 
tempore of the Senate. The letter was re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on July 5. 


Remarks at a White House Briefing for 
Conservative Political Leaders 
July 5, 1988 


I can’t top that. I might as well just— 
[laughter]. Well, thank you all very much, 
and welcome to the White House complex. 
White House complex—that’s what our op- 
ponents have after 8 years out of power. 
[Laughter] 


You know, for 8 years, this White House 
has been guided by your vision and your 
ideals. And what an 8 years it’s been—so 
much achieved in so many areas. It reminds 
me of what a Hollywood great, Sam Gold- 
wyn, one of the founders of MGM, once 
said when he got worked up about a script. 
Sam Goldwyn had a way with words. He 
said, “That story is wonderful. It’s magnifi- 
cent. It’s prolific.” [Laughter] Well, “won- 
derful, magnificent, and prolific” describe 
the 8 years of what the press never tires of 
saying is the most conservative administra- 
tion to come to Washington in generations. 
Well, of course, for some of us a generation 
is forever. [Laughter] 

We all remember the inflation and stag- 
nation that the taxes, the spending, and reg- 
ulations of liberalism gave America in the 
late seventies. We remember how the liber- 
als used the sign of failure to tell us that 
America needed more of their old, bitter 
medicine. Imagine, less than a decade ago, 
some in this town were saying seriously that 
the way to make America grow and the 
way to get people back to work harder was 
to raise taxes. And we remember that some- 
how our leaders had lost sight of a faith, a 
basic fundamental faith, that has guided 
Americans since that day more than 200 
years ago when a small group of men, 
meeting in Philadelphia, signed their names 
to a document that began, “We, the 
people.” Yes, it was a faith in the people 
they had lost, a faith in the basic goodness, 
decency, and wisdom of the American 
people and what our founders called the 
American experiment. 

We conservatives brought that faith back 
to Washington. And today America is in the 
longest economic peacetime expansion on 
record. More people have been at work this 
year than ever before on record. We are in 
an entrepreneurial boom unlike any the 
world has ever seen. That boom has pro- 
duced a technological flowering that is un- 
matched not only in the world but in world 
history. Conservative writer George Gilder 
has pointed out that in the entire Industrial 
Revolution productivity increased by a 
factor of 100. Already microelectronics have 
skyrocketed the productivity of informa- 
tion-based industries by more than a mil- 
lion. No wonder America is exporting more 
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than ever this year, and no wonder that 
when you look at the potential employment 
pool in the United States—and that’s every- 
one, male and female, 16 years of age and 
up—think of it, everybody in the United 
States over the age of 16, including retirees 
and everything else, that pool, the propor- 
tion of it that is at work is higher than ever 
before in our history—63.6 percent of them 
are employed. 

But that isn’t all that putting our princi- 
ples to work has meant for this nation we 
love. It’s meant judges on the Federal 
bench across our country who know that 
every criminal is not a victim of society and 
that equal justice means justice for the vic- 
tims of crime. It’s meant a Federal Govern- 
ment that knows that the true measure of 
quality in education is in a simple, yet pro- 
found question that our good friend [Secre- 
tary of Education] Bill Bennett asks over 
and over again, to the great consternation 
of the National Education Association. He 
asks, “What Works?” Well, it’s meant an 
administration that is fighting for the rights 
of families, for the rights of parents to pro- 
tect their children from the evils of drugs 
and pornography, and for the rights of the 
unborn. It’s meant waging still other unfin- 
ished battles to put work into our welfare 
system, to make choice a part of our system 
of education, and to allow God back into 
our classrooms. He never should have been 
expelled in the first place. And it’s meant, 
around the world, an America that once 
again stands up for its principles, that has 
embraced a forward strategy for freedom, 
that will proclaim the gospel of democracy 
and liberty from every mountaintop, and 
that in this world, this dangerous place, 
knows that the one road, the only road, to 
peace is through American strength. 

We’ve come so far. Who would have be- 
lieved when I took the oath of office 7% 
years ago that, almost for the first time 
since the end of the Second World War, the 
Soviet Union would today be pulling out of 
a nation, Afghanistan, and not clothed in 
victory? 

And still, my friends, all we’ve done, all 
we've achieved, all the promise for the 
future that we’ve opened up for our nation 
could be lost in just a few months. Our 
opponents are putting together a campaign 
that is subtle and clever. The American 
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people understand what liberalism means 
and don’t like it. So, our opponents plan to 
go to the voters incognito. They’re putting 
on political trench coats and sunglasses— 
[laughter|—and will never, even in the 
lowest whisper, mumble the “L” word 
again. [Laughter] 

Yet how other than liberal would you 
characterize a Governor who, in the last 5 
years, increased his State’s spending twice 
as fast as the Federal Government’s and 
more than a third faster than the average 
for all the other States? You know it’s bad 
when a State legislative leader in his own 
party says, “There hasn’t been any will to 
control spending” in the Governor’s admin- 
istration. And what do you call a Governor 
who raises taxes $115 million and declares 
it a victory? Out and out liberal. 

Yes, all that the American people need to 
do is a little comparison shopping to see the 
truth. Our opponents’ candidate has fought 
for weekend furloughs for dangerous con- 
victs, including drug dealers. Our candidate 
has led the fight against drug smugglers. 
Their candidate favors abortion on demand. 
Our candidate is prolife. Their candidate 
has opposed requiring the Pledge of Alle- 
giance and allowing prayer in schools. Our 
candidate—well, he and I both find it hard 
to believe that anyone could take these po- 
sitions. 

It’s no secret who I believe should pick 
up the lease around here in January. Again 
and again these past 8 years I’ve admired 
George Bush’s strength. Again and again his 
leadership has been a key to our successes. 

In 1983 deployment of Pershing II and 
ground-launched cruise missiles in Europe 
was in doubt because so-called peace groups 
in several NATO countries opposed it. 
George Bush, at my request, flew to 
Europe. And one stop was Royal Albert 
Hall in London, where a well-known British 
leader of the opposition to deployment 
stood up and said he had children and 
grandchildren. Couldn’t we stop deploy- 
ment for their sake? The Vice President 
replied that he also had children and grand- 
children. And he, too, wanted a world safe 
from war. But to achieve that world tomor- 
row, he said, NATO must be strong today. 
And after he spoke, the tide in Europe 
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shifted, and thanks to him, deployment 
went forward. 

And here at home, while his opponent 
has vetoed mandatory prison sentences for 
drug pushers, George Bush stands in the 
front of our battle against illegal drugs. 
With quiet strength, he brought together 
agencies that had rarely cooperated. And 
the result of his and other efforts has been 
tons of cocaine and marijuana seized and 
almost three times as many Federal drug 
prosecutions last year as there were in 
1980. 

Yes, this is the kind of man I want to 
follow me, someone who'll take our battle 
forward, who will speak our gospel truly, 
and will do the work that is yet to be done. 
When the Chief Justice asks the next Presi- 
dent to solemnly swear to preserve, protect, 
and defend the Constitution of the United 
States, the man I want taking that oath is 
President George Bush. 

My friends, we have—you and I—given 
America a new era of hope, a new age of 
promise, and a new dawn of opportunity. 
Around the world people look to our nation 
and what it stands for today. Dare we turn 
back? Dare we sit on our hands? And how 
do we tell the freedom fighters that Amer- 
ica will no longer care? How do we tell all 
those who pray for peace that the policies 
that brought the first agreement to reduce 
and eliminate an entire class of U.S. and 
Soviet nuclear missiles are policies of the 
pastP And at home, how do we tell the 
millions who have escaped poverty in 
record numbers that our nation will return 
to the policies of the seventies, policies that 
sent the poverty rate soaring? And how 
much attention has been given to the fact 
that for the first time in all these years the 
number of people living under the poverty 
line is going down instead of every year 
going up? How do we tell families that 
those who sat in the Nation’s driver’s seat in 
the late seventies are back behind the 
wheel? 

Several years ago I said to you that we 
could spark a great prairie fire that would 
sweep across this nation and the world. 
Well, by golly, we have. Others would like 
to extinguish the flame of hope, but if we 
stand together, it won’t happen. America 
will know a new morning of growth, and 


the world will know a new birth of free- 
dom. 

So, it’s up to us. In reality, it’s up to you. 
We've got to send our man there to the 
White House, yes, but also let’s send him 
what you sent me when I first came here. 
It’s gone now, after 6 years, but that was a 
Senate, one House of the Congress. The 
House of Representatives has been in the 
Democrats’ hands for all but 4 of 56 years. 
And one Democratic President had a Re- 
publican Congress for 2 years—Harry 
Truman. One Republican President had a 
Republican Congress for 2 years—Dwight 
Eisenhower. Then I did have, fortunately, 
those 6 years with one House at least. And 
without it we never could have attained all 
that we did in our economic recovery or in 
our buildup of strength, and that’s very evi- 
dent in what is going on now in these 2 
years where they’re back in control in both 
Houses. So, let’s send a President who’s 
saying the things we believe, and then let’s 
see if we can’t send a lot of people up here 
with him that will not be working against 
his doing those things that he told us he 
wanted to do. 

Well, I know I can depend on you, and 
thank you all very much. God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:31 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. 


White House Statement on the 
Selection of the United States as the 
Host Country for the 1994 World Cup 
Soccer Tournament 


July 5, 1988 


The President is very pleased by the se- 
lection of the United States as the host 
country for the 1994 World Cup Soccer 
matches. The United States stands ready to 
support the 1994 World Cup tournament 
and to help make it a great success, one 
which advances the sport not only here but 
around the world. The President welcomes 
the tournament to the United States and on 
behalf of all Americans extends his appre- 
ciation to the Federation Internationale de 
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Football Association (FIFA) for bestowing 
the United States with the honor of hosting 
this special event. 


Statement on the Resignation of Edwin 
Meese III as Attorney General 


July 5, 1988 


I accept with regret Attorney General 
Meese’s determination to step down. As the 
Attorney General said in his press confer- 
ence today, he can look back with great 
satisfaction on the contribution he has made 
to the Department and to the administra- 
tion of justice in general. 

For more than two decades now, Ed has 
been a good friend and a close adviser. His 
gift for developing and succinctly summa- 
rizing policy options is one of the most 
unique I have encountered in my experi- 
ence in government. Ed Meese has served 
the American people loyally and well. He 
has led the Department of Justice with 
courage and vigor, and his work on public 


policy has resulted in many outstanding ac- 
complishments. Nancy and I wish him and 
Ursula all the best in their return to private 
life. 


Statement by the Assistant to the 
President for Press Relations on the 
ee of Attorney General Meese 
and President Reagan’s Visit With 
President Duarte of E] Salvador 

July 5, 1988 


Attorney General Meese called President 
Reagan about 4 p.m., just before the Presi- 
dent left the White House for Walter Reed 
Army Medical Hospital. The President 
stopped in Dr. John Hutton’s first floor 
office and took the Attorney General’s call, 
which lasted a minute or two. The Attorney 
General said he had determined that he 
would like to resign and return to private 
life, adding that he would like to make the 
announcement very soon. President Reagan 
said he would accept the resignation “if 
that’s your determination.” The President 
later said the Attorney General had told 
him some time ago that he might want to 
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leave before the end of the administration. 
The President left the timing up to him. 

President Reagan has the highest regard 
for Attorney General Meese. They have 
been good friends and associates for many 
years. President Reagan feels he has been 
an outstanding Attorney General, who has 
led the Department with courage and vigor 
during his tenure. The President wishes 
him all the best in private life. 

At Walter Reed Army Medical Hospital, 
the President and Vice President Bush vis- 
ited with President Duarte of El Salvador, 
his wife and son from approximately 4:20 to 
4:35 p.m. President Reagan offered Presi- 
dent Duarte a U.S. Government plane for 
his return home to El Salvador. President 
Duarte accepted. President Reagan also in- 
vited President Duarte to the White House 
for a visit before departing Washington. 
President Duarte said he would like to if it’s 
possible. There is no word on when Presi- 
dent Duarte may leave the hospital. 

The President and Vice President Bush 
then visited Major General Lewis Mologne, 
Commanding Officer of Walter Reed Army 
Medical Hospital, who is a patient. Presi- 
dent Reagan and Vice President Bush were 
notified by Chief of Staff Ken Duberstein of 
the Attorney General’s public resignation 
announcement as they were leaving the 
general’s hospital room. 


Appointment of Frank D. McDonald as 
a Member of the National Commission 
for Employment Policy 


July 6, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Frank D. McDonald to be a 
member of the National Commission for 
Employment Policy for a term expiring 
September 30, 1991. This is a reappoint- 
ment. 

Since 1967 Mr. McDonald has been presi- 
dent of McDonald Enterprise, Inc., in New- 
bury Park, CA. Mr. McDonald attended the 
University of California at Los Angeles. He 
served in the United States Army, 1943- 
1946. He was born September 30, 1925, in 
Santa Monica, CA, and currently resides in 
Thousand Oaks, CA. 
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Nomination of Brenda Premo To Be a 
Member of the National Council on the 
Handicapped 


July 6, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Brenda Premo to be a 
member of the National Council on the 
Handicapped for a term expiring Septem- 
ber 17, 1991. This is a reappointment. 

Since 1977 Ms. Premo has been executive 
director of Dayle McIntosh Center for the 
Disabled in Anaheim, CA. Prior to this, she 
was an administrative aide for the Orange 
County department of education, 1976- 
1977. 

Ms. Premo graduated from California 
State University at Long Beach (B.A., 1975). 
She was born February 4, 1952, in Long- 
head, CA, and currently resides in Stanton, 
CA. 


Appointment of Kathleen E. Burgoon 
as a United States Commissioner of the 
Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation 
Commission 


July 6, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Kathleen E. Burgoon to be a 
Commissioner representing the United 
States Government on the Ohio River 
Valley Water Sanitation Commission. She 
would succeed Joseph D. Cloud. 

Since 1983 Ms. Burgoon has been senior 
instructor of geography at Miami University 
in Hamilton, OH. Prior to this, she was 
senior instructor of geography and director 
of learning assistance at Miami University, 
1981-1983. Ms. Burgoon has been an in- 
structor at Miami University since 1970. 

Ms. Burgoon graduated from Miami Uni- 
versity (A.B., 1966; M.A., 1971). She was 
born September 9, 1944, in Uniontown, PA, 
and currently resides in Fairfield, OH. 


Remarks on the Employment Rate and 
a Question-and-Answer Session With 
Reporters 


July 8, 1988 


The President. Yesterday I met with Vice 
President Bush and discussed what’s right 
about America. And the answer is: a lot. 
You'll be hearing a lot more from us in the 
coming months. Today we have another 
piece of good news: Employment is at an 
all-time high, and unemployment is the 
lowest since 1974. 

During the past 7% years, over 17 million 
new jobs have been created, and the econo- 
my remains strong. More Americans are 
working today than ever before in our his- 
tory. As they sit around their kitchen tables, 
more Americans are planning for their 
future, not desperately searching the want 
ads for a job. We continue the longest 
peacetime expansion in this country’s histo- 
ry. The American model of low tax rates, 
deregulation, and privatization are the poli- 
cies being emulated around the world. 
Today’s news is more solid evidence that 
the policies of this administration work, that 
our philosophy works. I predict that 1988 
will be a banner year for Republicans be- 
cause it’s a banner year for peace and pros- 
perity in America. 

Now I am called away by a previously 
scheduled meeting, but Secretary [of Labor] 
McLaughlin is here with me and is kindly 
going to take the questions and probably 
she'll answer them better with regard to 
the labor situation than I could. 

Vice President Bush’s Presidential 
Campaign 

Q. When will you campaign with Mr. 
Bush? When will you campaign with Mr. 
Bush, Mr. President? 

The President. Just beginning almost any- 
time. 

Q. Are you happy with the report on 
your Attorney General, sir? 


Compensation for Victims of the Iranian 
Jetliner Downed in the Persian Gulf 
Q. Mr. Reagan, what are you going to do 


about compensation for the victims of the 
Iranian—— 
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The President. All of that’s under consid- 
eration, but the questions here are on labor 
and—Ann [McLaughlin]? 

Q. What are you going to tell the farmers 
next week? 

Secretary McLaughlin. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

Attorney General 4 

Q. When will you have an Attorney Gen- 
eral? 

Q. How short is your list for Attorney 
General, Mr. President? 

Q. When will you have an Attorney Gen- 
eral? 

The President. All in due time. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:43 a.m. in 
the Briefing Room at the White House. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Annual Report of the National 
Advisory Council on Adult Education 
July 8, 1988 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the provisions of 
Public Law 91-230, as amended (20 U.S.C. 
1209(d)), I herewith transmit the 1987 
annual report of the National Advisory 
Council on Adult Education. 

While my Administration and Members 
of the Congress may not agree with every 
recommendation of the Council, the report 
provides a constructive review of activities 
and issues related to adult education. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
July 8, 1988. 


Nomination of B. Kent Burton To Be 
an Assistant Secretary of Commerce 


July 8, 1988 
The President today announced his inten- 


tion to nominate B. Kent Burton to be As- 
sistant Secretary of Commerce for Oceans 
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and Atmosphere. He would succeed James 
Curtis Mack II. 

Since 1984 Mr. Burton has been Director 
of the Office of Congressional Affairs for 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad- 
ministration at the Department of Com- 
merce. Prior to this he was a senior legisla- 
tive representative of the American Truck- 
ing Associations, Inc., 1977-1984. He was 
also a legislative consultant for the Federal 
Physicians Association, 1978-1982, and a 
senior legislative assistant for Congressman 
John H. Rousselot, 1975-1977. 

Mr. Burton graduated from Utah State 
University (B.A., 1975) and Harvard Univer- 
sity (M.P.A., 1981). He was born April 15, 
1952, in Salt Lake City, UT. He is married, 
has four children, and resides in Arlington, 
VA. 


Nomination of Richard C. Houseworth 
To Be a Member of the Board of 
Directors of the Export-Import Bank of 
the United States 


July 8, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Richard C. Houseworth to 
be a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Export-Import Bank of the United 
States for a term of 4 years expiring January 
20, 1991. He would succeed Richard W. 
Heldridge. 

Mr. Houseworth has been with the Arizo- 
na Bank in Phoenix, AZ, since 1955, serving 
in several capacities: a consultant, since 
1987; executive vice president and senior 
corporate development officer, 1982-1987; 
executive vice president and branch admin- 
istrator, 1972-1982; and senior vice presi- 
dent, vice president, and manager, 1955- 
1972. 

Mr. Houseworth graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Kansas (B.S., 1950). He was born 
January 18, 1928, in Harveyville, KS. He 
served in the United States Army, 1946- 
1948. He is married, has three children, and 
resides in Phoenix, AZ. 





Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1988 / July 8 


Message to the Congress Reporting on 
the National Emergency With Respect 
to Libya 

July 8, 1988 


To the Congress of the United States: 

1. I hereby report to the Congress on 
developments since my last report of Janu- 
ary 12, 1988, concerning the national emer- 
gency with respect to Libya that was de- 
clared in Executive Order No. 12543 of Jan- 
uary 7, 1986. This report is submitted pur- 
suant to section 40l(c) of the National 
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); section 
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco- 
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); and 
section 505(c) of the International Security 
and Development Cooperation Act of 1985, 
22 U.S.C. 2349aa-9(c). 

2. Since my last report on January 12, 
1988, the Libyan Sanctions Regulations, 31 
C.F.R. Part 550 (the “Regulations”), admin- 
istered by the Office of Foreign Assets Con- 
trol of the Department of the Treasury 
have been amended twice (attached). The 
first set of amendments to the Regulations, 
published in the Federal Register at 53 FR 
5571 (February 25, 1988), affect sections 
550.304 and 550.406. Section 550.304 was 
modified to correct an inadvertent deletion 
from the definition section. It now states 
that the Secretary of the Treasury may des- 
ignate any person or organization to be in- 
cluded in the definition of “Government of 
Libya,” and that a juridical person will not 
be included within the definition solely be- 
cause it is located or organized or has its 
principal place of business in Libya. Section 
550.406 was modified to conform to the in- 
terpretation of the Office of Foreign Assets 
Control that the prohibition on dealing in 
property in which the Government of 
Libya has an interest applies to any transac- 
tion by U.S. persons worldwide. These 
transactions include purchasing, selling, or 
acting as a broker for the sale of Libyan 
crude oil. 

The second set of amendments, published 
in the Federal Register at 53 FR 7355 
(March 8, 1988) add prepenalty and penalty 
procedures to the Regulations at sections 
550.703-550.706. These new sections de- 
scribe procedures that, consistent with sec- 
tion 206(a) of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1705(a), 


provide for the imposition of civil monetary 
penalties for violations of the Regulations as 
a means of insuring compliance. 

There have been no amendments or 
changes since January 12, 1988, to orders of 
the Department of Commerce or the De- 
partment of Transportation implementing 
aspects of Executive Order No. 12543 that 
relate to exports of U.S.-origin commodities 
and technical data, and air transportation, 
respectively. 

3. Licensing actions occurring during the 
past 6 months included reinstituting report- 
ing requirements for U.S. oil companies 
holding suspense agreements with Libya. In 
addition, two immediate family members of 
Libyan nationals registered their eligibility 
to enter into transactions related to resi- 
dence within Libya. Two licenses were ex- 
tended that authorize U.S. persons to obtain 
services in connection with Libyan patent, 
trademark, copyright, and other intellectual 
property protection. 

4. Various enforcement actions men- 
tioned in previous reports continue to be 
pursued. In January 1988, two individuals 
were convicted and fined for exporting pe- 
trochemical goods and equipment to Libya. 
Other suspected violations of the Regula- 
tions are presently the subject of ongoing 
investigations. 

5. Litigation is pending in an English 
court, involving claims by Libya seeking the 
release of funds blocked in the London 
branches of Bankers Trust Company and 
Manufacturers Hanover Trust Company. 
The United States Government is not a 
party to the three cases, but is closely moni- 
toring the proceedings. Hearings on a 
Libyan request for summary judgment in 
the first of these cases are scheduled to take 
place on July 12, 1988. 

6. On April 12, 1988, the United States 
Court of Appeals for the District of Colum- 
bia Circuit entered a per curiam order af- 
firming the opinion of the District Court 
finding in favor of the United States in the 
case of Louis Farrakhan, et al. v. Reagan, et 
al. In that action, plaintiffs unsuccessfully 
challenged aspects of the Libyan Sanctions 
Regulations on grounds that they impermis- 
sibly infringed First Amendment rights of 
the plaintiffs. 
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7. The expenses incurred by the Federal 
Government in the 6-month period from 
January 12, 1988, through the present time 
that are directly attributable to the exercise 
of powers and authorities conferred by the 
declaration of the Libyan national emergen- 
cy are estimated at $681,419. Personnel 
costs were largely centered in the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury (particularly in the 
Office of Foreign Assets Control, the Cus- 
toms Service, the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement, the Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for International Af- 
fairs, and the Office of the General Coun- 
sel), the Department of State, the Depart- 
ment of Commerce, the Department of Jus- 
tice, the Federal Reserve Board, and the 
National Security Council. 

8. The policies and actions of the Govern- 
ment of Libya continue to pose an unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national se- 
curity and foreign policy of the United 
States. I shall continue to exercise the 
powers at my disposal to apply economic 
sanctions against Libya as long as these 
measures are appropriate and will continue 


to report periodically to the Congress on 
significant developments, pursuant to 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c). 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
July 8, 1988. 


Statement by the Assistant to the 
President for Press Relations on the 
Senate Action on the Sale of Arms to 
Kuwait 


July 8, 1988 


The President is dismayed at the precipi- 
tate action taken by the Senate yesterday 
evening banning the sale of Maverick D&G 
missiles to Kuwait. These missiles are an 
integral part of the pending $2 billion sale 
of F-18 aircraft to Kuwait: The Senate 
action, taken in a matter of minutes without 
the benefit of committee hearings or delib- 
eration, is unfortunate and damaging to U.S. 
foreign policy interests. 

Kuwait is a moderate state that has stood 
fast in the face of threats and intimidation 
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to its security and survival. It has actively 
supported our efforts, diplomatic and mili- 
tary, in the Gulf region. A stable, secure 
Kuwait serves the national security interest 
of the United States. Kuwait has come to 
the United States and asked, as a friend, for 
the legitimate and necessary tools to pro- 
vide for its own defense and to share with 
us the defense of the vital Persian Gulf. 
Congress has repeatedly asked what the 
Gulf States are doing for their own defense. 
Kuwait has answered that they wish to do 
more and have indicated their preference 
to work with us in doing so, yet some in the 
Senate apparently wish to reject this re- 
quest and have Kuwait turn elsewhere. 

The Kuwaiti request for F-18’s and the 
weapons that normally go with them de- 
serves serious consideration by the Senate. 
The administration stands ready to work 
with Congress during the remaining weeks 
of the formal notification period in its ex- 
amination of this sale. We would welcome 
Senate hearings to explore the implications 
and justification for the sale and to consult 
fully with the Congress on this critical issue. 


Nomination of Salvatore R. Martoche 
To Be an Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury 


July 8, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Salvatore R. Martoche to 
be an Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 
(Enforcement). He would succeed Francis 
Anthony Keating II. 

Since May 1986 Mr. Martoche has been 
Assistant Secretary of Labor (Enforcement). 
Prior to this he was United States Attorney 
for the Western District of New York, 
1982-1986, and an attorney in the private 
practice of law, 1969-1982. 

Mr. Martoche graduated from Canisius 
College (B.S., 1962) and the University of 
North Dakota School of Law (J.D., 1967). 
He was born October 12, 1940, in Buffalo, 
NY. Mr. Martoche is married, has three chil- 
dren, and resides in Buffalo, NY. 





Nomination of Don E. Newquist To Be 
a Member of the United States 
International Trade Commission 


July 8, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Don E. Newquist to be a 
member of the United States International 
Trade Commission for the term expiring 
December 16, 1997. This is a reappoint- 
ment. 

Since 1974 Mr. Newquist has been with 
Valero Energy Corp. in San Antonio, TX, as 
senior vice president of corporate relations, 
1982-present; vice president of administra- 
tion, 1978-1982; vice president for public 
affairs and employee relations and deputy 
vice president for public affairs, 1974-1978. 

Mr. Newquist graduated from McMurray 
College (B.B.A., 1966). He served in the 
United States Navy, 1967-1969. Mr. New- 
quist was born August 23, 1943, in Stam- 
ford, TX, and currently resides in San Anto- 
nio. 


Statement of the Executive-Legislative 
Task Force on Illegal Drug Use and 
Trafficking 


July 8, 1988 


Today I approved policy guidance on ille- 
gal drug use and drug trafficking to be used 
by my negotiators in the bipartisan execu- 
tive-legislative task force. I am directing 
them to focus on the illegal drug user, 
tougher laws, enhanced treatment, in- 
creased international cooperation, helping 
us track demand and supply reduction ac- 
tivities, and heightening awareness and pre- 
vention. 

Much has already been done, but there is 
much more to do. The task force offers us 
the rare opportunity to lift the battle above 
politics, to make broad progress with bipar- 
tisan policy. Now is the time for the Demo- 
cratic leadership in the Congress to appoint 
their representatives to the task force—no 
more excuses, no more delays. 

And while we in Washington must do our 
part, America also needs the active involve- 
ment of our schools, churches, and families. 
We need our business leaders and our 
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workers engaged in the battle. We must not 
rest until the message to every drug user is 
clear: We mean business. No more drugs. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





July 2 

In the afternoon, the President participat- 
ed in a ground-breaking ceremony for the 
Camp David Chapel. 


July 4 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House from a weekend stay at 
Camp David, MD. Later, in a telephone 
conversation, Secretary of State George P. 
Shultz reported to the President on his 
recent trip to Central America. 


July 5 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; Kenneth M. Duber- 
stein, Chief of Staff to the President; 
and Colin L. Powell, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs; 

—Ambassador Max M. Kampelman and 
Elliott Abrams, Assistant Secretary of 
State for Inter-American Affairs, to dis- 
cuss Secretary of State George P. 
Shultz’ recent trip to Central America. 

In an Oval Office ceremony, the Presi- 

dent received diplomatic credentials from 
Ambassadors Salv J. Stellini of Malta, 
Vitthya Vejjajiva of Thailand, Mushobekwa 
Kalimba Wa Katana of Zaire, Danilo Jimen- 
ez of Costa Rica, Tong-Jin Park of the Re- 
public of Korea, Damaso Obiang Ndong of 
Equatorial Guinea, and Theophile Nata of 
Benin. 





Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1988 


July 6 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—Attorney General Edwin Meese III. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the Board of Trustees of the 
James Madison Memorial Fellowship Foun- 
dation. These are new positions. 


For terms of 6 years: 


Joan R. Challinor, of the District of Columbia. 
Since 1984 Mrs. Challinor has been a research 
associate for the National Museum of American 
History at the Smithsonian Institution in Wash- 
ington, DC. 

Betty Southard Murphy, of Virginia. Since 1980 
Mrs. Murphy has been a partner with Baker 
and Hostetler in Washington, DC. 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the Board of Trustees of the 


James Madison Memorial Fellowship Foun- 
dation. These are new positions. 


To serve in an advisory capacity for a term 
of 4 years: 
Edward Moore Kennedy, of Massachusetts. Since 


1962 Senator Kennedy has served as a United 
States Senator from Massachusetts. 


For a term of 2 years: 

Dorothy Wright Nelson, of California. Since 
1979 Judge Nelson has been Circuit Judge for 
the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit in Pasadena, CA. 

To serve in an advisory capacity for a term 

of 2 years: 

James R. Olin, of Virginia. Since 1983 Represent- 
ative Olin has been a Member of the USS. 
House of Representatives in Washington, DC. 


In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Reagan attended the opening-night per- 
formance of Les Miserables at the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 


July 7 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—the Vice President; Kenneth M. Duber- 
stein, Chief of Staff to the President; 


and Colin L. Powell, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs; 
—the Vice President and members of his 
Presidential campaign staff, Senator 
Paul Laxalt of Nevada, and administra- 
tion officials, to discuss campaign strate- 


gy. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
a farewell reception for Thomas C. Gris- 
com, Assistant to the President for Commu- 
nications and Planning. 

In an Oval Office ceremony, Andrew S. 
Miller, national commander of the Salvation 
Army, and Col. Ernest A. Miller, director of 
the National Salvation Army Public Affairs 
Office, presented the President with the 
Others Award, the highest honor for chari- 
table work bestowed by the Salvation 
Army. 

In the evening, the President hosted a 
reception for the Republican political action 
committee. 


July 8 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; Kenneth M. Duber- 
stein, Chief of Staff to the President; 
and Colin L. Powell, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs; 

—Rick Mears, Indianapolis 500 winner; 

—1988 Republican congressional candi- 
dates. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted July 6 


Charles A. Gillespie, Jr., 

of California, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Chile. 





Nominations—Continued 
Submitted July 6—Continued 


William H. Twaddell, 

of Rhode Island, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Islamic Republic of Mauritania. 


Marvin J. Garbis, 

of Maryland, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Maryland, vice 
Joseph H. Young, retired. 


Elizabeth Anne Moler, 

of Virginia, to be a member of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission for a term 
expiring October 20, 1991, vice Charles G. 
Stalon, term expired. 


Charles G. Stalon, 

of Illinois, to be a member of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission for the re- 
mainder of the term expiring October 20, 
1989, vice C.M. Naeve, resigned. 


Noreen C. Thomas, 

of Washington, to be a member of the Na- 
tional Advisory Council on Educational Re- 
search and Improvement for a term expir- 
ing September 30, 1991 (reappointment). 


Robert S. Muller, 

of Michigan, to be a member of the Nation- 
al Council on the Handicapped for a term 
expiring September 17, 1991 (reappoint- 
ment). 


James G. Stearns, 

of Nevada, to be a Director of the Securities 
Investor Protection Corporation for a term 
expiring December 31, 1991 (reappoint- 
ment). 


Submitted July 8 


Salvatore R. Martoche, 
of New York, to be an Assistant Secretary of 


the Treasury, vice Francis Anthony Keating 
II. 


B. Kent Burton, 

of Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere, 
vice James Curtis Mack II, resigned. 
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Nominations—Continued 

Submitted July 8—Continued 

Richard C. Houseworth, 

of Arizona, to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Export-Import Bank of the 
United States for a term of 4 years expiring 
January 20, 1991, vice Richard W. Hel- 
dridge, resigned. 


The following-named persons to be mem- 
bers of the Board of Trustees of the James 
Madison Memorial Fellowship Foundation 
for terms of 6 years (new positions): 


Joan R. Challinor, of the District of Co- 
lumbia. 


Betty Southard Murphy, of Virginia. 


Brenda Premo, 

of California, to be a member of the Nation- 
al Council on the Handicapped for a term 
expiring September 17, 1991 (reappoint- 
ment). 


Don E. Newquist, 

of Texas, to be a member of the United 
States International Trade Commission for 
a term expiring December 16, 1997 (re- 
appointment). 


Withdrawn July 8 


Salvatore R. Martoche, 

of New York, to be a member of the Na- 
tional Mediation Board for the term expir- 
ing July 1, 1991, vice Helen M. Witt, term 
expiring, which was sent to the Senate on 
April 20, 1988. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released July 5 


Announcement: 
Nomination of Marvin J. Garbis to be 
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Checklist—Continued 
Released July 5—Continued 


United States District Judge for the District 
of Maryland 


Released July 8 


Transcript: 


Press briefing on the Nation’s employment 
rate—by Secretary of Labor Ann D. 
McLaughlin 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved July 6 


H.R. 4162 / Public Law 100-362 

To make the International Organizations 
Immunities Act applicable to the Organiza- 
tion of Eastern Caribbean States 


Approved July 7 


SJ. Res. 304 / Public Law 100-363 
Designating July 2, 1988, as “National Liter- 
acy Day” 
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